
Wedges: Simple Machines That Change Our
World
In her captivating book, "Simple Machines: Wedges," Martha Rustad takes
readers on an extraordinary journey into the world of everyday objects.
Rustad adeptly weaves scientific concepts with engaging storytelling,
unveiling the hidden power of wedges in our surroundings. This
comprehensive work provides a thorough understanding of this
fundamental simple machine and its wide-ranging applications.



Understanding Wedges: A Foundation of Knowledge

Rustad's writing is accessible and informative, making "Simple Machines:
Wedges" a valuable resource for both young learners and curious minds
alike. She meticulously explains the basic principles of wedges, defining
them as "inclined planes that are used to split, lift, or hold objects." Through
clear and concise language, she covers essential concepts, including the
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angle of a wedge, its mechanical advantage, and its efficiency in various
applications.
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Everyday Encounters with Wedges: A World of Discovery

The book's strength lies in its exploration of real-world examples of
wedges. Rustad showcases a diverse range of objects that incorporate
wedges, from the humble kitchen knife to the sophisticated surgical scalpel.
She deftly demonstrates how wedges empower these everyday tools to
perform their intended functions, such as cutting, piercing, and lifting. Each
example is accompanied by vibrant photographs and insightful
explanations, making the learning process both engaging and memorable.
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Safety and Practical Applications: Responsible Use of Wedges

Rustad does not simply provide theoretical knowledge; she also
emphasizes the importance of safety and responsible use of wedges. She
includes practical tips and guidelines to ensure that readers understand the
potential hazards of working with wedges. Furthermore, she explores the
practical applications of wedges in various industries, such as
woodworking, construction, and engineering. These insights offer a glimpse
into the real-world significance of wedges and their impact on our daily
lives.

A Journey of Discovery and Wonder
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Martha Rustad's "Simple Machines: Wedges" is more than just a book; it's
an invitation to embark on a journey of discovery and wonder. Through her
engaging writing and captivating examples, she transforms ordinary objects
into gateways to a hidden world of scientific principles. This book is an
invaluable resource for students, teachers, and anyone curious about the
workings of the world around them. Its ability to ignite curiosity and inspire
a deeper understanding of simple machines is truly remarkable.
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