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In his book Christendom from the Renaissance to the Russian Revolution:
Paradise and Utopia, Jaroslav Pelikan explores the concept of paradise
and utopia in Western thought. Pelikan argues that the idea of paradise has
been a driving force in Western history, shaping everything from art and
literature to politics and economics.
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Pelikan begins his book by examining the concept of paradise in the Bible.
He argues that the biblical paradise is a place of perfect happiness and
peace, a place where there is no suffering or death. This vision of paradise
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has had a profound influence on Western thought, and it has inspired
countless people to seek a better world.

In the Renaissance, the idea of paradise was transformed into the idea of
utopia. Utopias are imaginary societies that are perfect in every way. They
are places where there is no poverty, no crime, and no war. Utopias have
been a popular subject of literature and art, and they have inspired many
people to work for social change.

The Russian Revolution was a watershed moment in the history of utopia.
The Bolsheviks promised to create a utopia on earth, a society that would
be free from all forms of oppression. However, the Soviet Union quickly
became a totalitarian state, and it failed to live up to the ideals of utopia.

Pelikan's book is a fascinating and thought-provoking exploration of the
concept of paradise and utopia in Western thought. He argues that the idea
of paradise has been a driving force in Western history, and it has inspired
countless people to seek a better world. However, he also cautions us
against the dangers of utopianism. Utopias are often unrealistic and
unattainable, and they can lead to disappointment and disillusionment.

Ultimately, Pelikan argues that the best way to achieve a better world is not
through revolution or utopian schemes, but through gradual reform and
social change. He believes that we should focus on making the world a
better place for everyone, rather than trying to create a perfect society that
is impossible to achieve.

Christendom from the Renaissance to the Russian Revolution: Paradise
and Utopia is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the history of
Western thought. Pelikan's book is a brilliant and thought-provoking



exploration of the concept of paradise and utopia, and it offers a valuable
perspective on the human condition.
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